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| more extenſive.” 8). 0 70h 3. 


T ig not from any perſonal 
[ can pretend i to in 
your Grace, that I am in- 
\ duced 10 male this addreſs, 
but from a right which / have in com- 


Nenn 


mon with every man ib adinire a 2 ſhin 


0 


: pom a defpre of contri- 
| Garg wha [ can towards rendring the 
j influence of it, of that = 2 ble, Pill | 


8 on (prion Bir 


25005 SIO ch are the : IF or- 


namepts of humane nature, eſpecially 


by thoſe, which have, a rendeycy zo pro- 
mote the common intereſts of Religion, 
without a regard to which the mod art- 
ful ſubemes that can, be farm d for. the 
good of civil ſociety will be found very in- 

ſrenificant, and in the event a gether 
impracticable. 


I 18 #00 viſible ——— that : 
all perſons of ſuperiour condition do not 
regulate their conduct by ſuch wiſe and 
generous views ; but that many by walk 
ing iſorderly, and trampling upon the 


authority of Rehgion, grow formidable 


70 orig in pro e to e a ere! 


De, 1. 


5 may in cl hope, hes 
heir irregularity does not * proceed 
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from 


The Dedication. 
from a vicious dipoſition of Heart, but fre- 
quently from a miſtalen notion that Ne- 


gion mtrenches upon the reafonable li- 


berties of human life; and while they 


conceive (as by the arvofices of a wicked 


ſet of men, they are often made. to con- 


cerve) that Religion #5 only calculated 


for men of narrow mind and low for- 
tunes, no wonder if they. think them- 
ſelves above the rules of it, and at full 
liberty to make its ſacred truths the ſub- 
is matter of their raillery and _ 
on. It may not be thought the leaſt pr 
bable method of removing theſe 10 
prèjudices, and of making fuch. perſans 
ſenſible of their error; to appeal to their 


| ſenſes ; to draw their eyes upon /0 ſor me vi- | 


ſible and exemplary virtue, to ſhew 
them that all the duties of a religious, 
-are perfettly conſiftent with all the ele- 
n ct freedoms of civil He. 


I. . very ill judg 2d by theſe men 
randy choſe'to ——— Philoſophy e 
2 of and forbidding ape but to 

| A 2 


draw 
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The De OY 


draw bee in the ſame manner, 
# ſtill more irregular and unjuſi: eſpe 
cially the Chriſtian Reli gion, whzch is 


fo admirably deſigned to refine,and em- 
 belhſh humane nature, and to give nt all 
the perfection whereof ; it is capable. And 
bleſſed be God, upon what grounds ſoe- 
wer the obſervation 3 is founded, that the 
moſt polite ages have commonly proud 
the moſt corrupt, yet we do not want li 
ving inſtances to ſhew, that whatever 
comes .mnder the true notion of polite- 
nes, is not only reconcilable with the 
moſt fried ſentiments of Rehgron, but 
in W inſeparable from t e 


My Lorp, 


Grove me leave 10 dares *. theſe 
8 Gentlemen, do not only oppoſe 


the truths of Religion abſtraftealy con- 
ſider d; but in the truth of things, and 
in the moſt obvious tendency 1 the no- 
tious embrac'd by them, they are no 
le enemies io the common good aud 


ape of e 5 yo intereſts of 


both | 


| Fit 43 for Sona ä that 


even upon the looſe principles of Machi- 
abel Himſelf, they can erny be rer 


| ym Wo face Reg 0. 4 39 JAIN 
| N „ ass ho 


ay enerbus "RP 0 ä . un 
| entarg heart always incl d to-do good, 
are but the» natural conſequences. of a 
juſt ſenſe of that. relation wherem we 
ſtand to the ſupream Being, and to our 


fellow creatures; and whoever endea- 


Dours to diſſulve this relation, Aaclens 


at leaſt tbe ſtrongeſi ries of humanity, 
and goes about to rob us of the moſt 
proper motives to benevolence. and pul- 
lick affetion.; experience indeed as 
well as reaſon. may convince us, that 
"thoſe. are euer moſt kindly affectiona- 

ted 10 their fellow creatures, iuho are 
Wt” $43 ene 5 8 Pup N 


Here, my Lord, FP: cannot omit #0 i 


.* ſerve, that as the: generous qualities be- 
your n are reguiſi te to form the 


idea 


r 3 


 wdeg of a truly 8 man, 18 they: fel- 


dam fail d by a juft return of gratuude 
da render the perſon who, is aſe eſs d of 


them, the object of univerſal homage aud 


efleem ; fo that even party rage ſhall 


Spare, and pay a veneration to his chara- 


der, and under the greateſt. acceſſion 


F honour, and fortune, we ſball find it 
His peculiar felicuy to be more admir d 
an the uſe, han en in a ne 


of them.” Wade 


There i * 7m FP 8 ON Zates 


Wen a diſtinguiſbd ſuperior mern, 
has Prot d very dangerous 20 thoſe. who 


were poſſeſ#d of it; but tis the happineſs 


. wn Eagifhmen to enjoy the favour of the 


Prince and Government under which 
-#hey Ire, by virtue of thoſe eminent and 
amiable qualities, which moſt properly 
entitle them to the love, and efreem of 
ow fellow RPE: 


er 10 eee, 


fl method of dedications; being fully 
| — 


"7 WE 9 7 
[ 


"Th Thien. 


| Pr Me how incapable I am of doing ju- 
flice to your Lord ſbip's Character, I have 


ſatisfied my ſelf with endeavouring 10 | 


bew my readers in general, that the 
rules of virtue are not only true and ho- 
neſt in the Theory, but really practi- 


E cable, and at the ſame time lovely and 


of good report in the practice. If I 


can convimce them of this truth by ſo 
happy an exemplification of it, and ob- 


aim your Loraſhipfs pardon for ſo high, 
but well intended a preſumption, I ſhall 


efettually obtain the end en by, 
My Lox, 
Your Grace's 

moſt obedient, and 


moſt humble Servant, 


Milliam Shorey. 


In 
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In the general Epiſtle of St. 4 at 
the 17th and 18th verſes. 


But beloved remember je the words 
which were ſpoken before of the 
Ahpoſtles of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt : 

How they told you, there ſhould 
be muckers in the laſt times, who 
Should walk ys therr own ungodly | 


3 AIN T 7 οο in the verſes 
preceding the text, is ſpeaking 
concerning thoſe ſtrange corrup- 
tions which ſhould prevail in 
| the world in the latter ages of it: and in 
| order to obviate the ill influence ſo ge- 
neral · a defection from virtue and religion 3 


| knight have upon an he puts them in 
B mind 


: ** M — * — * 
8 * . 
& 9 


e ne 120" ee bad before told 
them, and charges it upon their memory, 


that there ſhould be mockers in the laſt times, 


thereby 


where with religion ſhould be treated by wick- 


ed and ungodly men, ought to be fo far from 


> Pet. il. giving occaſion to others 20 full from their 


6, 17. ſtedfaſftneſ3, or to grow more remiſs in the 


diſcharge of their duty, that it ſhould rather 
tend to animate and confirm their good re- 
ſolutions in both reſpects, and be conſi- 


der'd as a ſerious .caution to prepare them 


ſelves for that terrible day of the Lord, which 


was to be uſher'd in by this ſad diſſolution of 


manners, and this * N and a- 
poſlaly from the Chriſtian faith. 

And ſurely to whatſoever age this prophe- 
6 may more eminently belong, it is matter 
of the juſteſt concern to find that it unhap- 


pily Appears. to have a direct aſpect upon our 


own; in which there are many ſo far aban- 
don'd, that they do not only tranſgreſs the 
rules. of the. Goſpel, but with an high hand 
oppoſe the — and diſpute the authority 
of it; and whom indeed upon the moſt tran- 
ſient view, we ſhall perceive too nearly ro 


reſemble thoſe mockers which we are foretold 1 


ſhould ariſe in the latter days. 


St. 


who ſhould walk after their own ungodly | 
rimating that the irreverence 


(3) 


st. Peter ſpeaking of theſe feaffers, as he 
terms them, deſcribes them after 4 manner 
whereby we may eaſily know them; he ob. 
ſerves that being unable to ceaſe: from ſin, p. 
they ſhould make it their buſineſs to beguile l. 
unſtable Souls, and to render them OD. 
ſuch as themſelves ; that they ſhould. endea- 
your to bring religion under diſcredit, by re- 
preſenting it as a Tobe grieyous to be born; z 
and yet whilſt they were vainly ſeducing 4 
| | others from the practice of it, thro' the ſpe- | 
cious promiſes of liberty, they themſelves | 
would be inſtances of the folly and inconſiſt- 
eney of ſuch a pretence, fince they would 4 
appear to be under the moſt ſevere and igno- 
minious bondage, ſervants of corruption. Pil. 
He tells us == ſhould eat evil of the Ibid. 
things they 3 not; and yet tho' their“ 12. 
infidelity ſhould be really founded in their 
| Ignorance. and want of knowledge, they 
ſhould ſpeak great ſwelling words of vant 8 _ 
ty, as if they were the only men of pen: '2F 
tration and learning; but that notwithſtand- 
ing their large pretenſions to theſe qualities, 
they ſhould chiefly allure thro” the Juſts of bid. 
the fleſb, while their abilities ſhould in reali- 9 18, 
ty lie in managing the follies, and addreſſing 
themſelves to the humours and paſſions of 


weak or finful men. 


pa; e a Ws: ame — 


. St. 


\ =_s — > Dll AM > Þ ah. 


Epiſtle 
V. 16. 


2 Pet. i. 


(4) | 


St. Jude ſpeaks much to the ſame purpoſe; 


and concludes the character of theſe men 


with this juſt remark, that how little ſoever 


they might be inclin'd to pay any juſt regard 


or homage to almighty God, they ſhould 
Sr. Jude's have mens per fons in admiration Py of 


advantage. 


Need I obſerve how unhappy a reſemblance 


there is between theſe mockers or ſcoffers 


here deſcribed ro us, and thoſe of our times, 
who are equally wicked themſelves, and equal 


ly induſtrious in corrupting others, as vain 
pretenders to knowledge, and as ready to 


ſpeak evil of the things they underſiand not, 
as remarkable for their ſycophancy as impie- 
ty, and as ready to fawn upon and flatter 


man, as to lift up their voices againſt the ho- 
ly one of 1/7ae/; while they make it their 


buſineſs, by the artificial colourings of wit, 


to varniſh over the errors and' vices of the 


greateſt ſinners, to confound the diſtinctions 


between good and evil; and to render every 
thing, but he wages af unrighteouſneſs, As 
far as in them lies diſputable and uncertain * 
To attempt this by a fair and open way 
of reaſoning, would be only to expoſe them- 
ſelves and their cauſe to diſappointment and 


diſgrace ; and therefore no wonder they ſhould 


decline 1 this method as no ways adviſeable, 
and 


* 


(5) 


and ſhould have recourſe to raillery and im- 
pertinence, as the more proper way at once 
to conceal and compaſs their wicked ends. 
The ſucceſs theſe mockers have met with 
in their unwearied endeayours to beget, by 
ſuch artifices, in the minds of men, a diſregard 
to every thing ſacred and ſerious, is no doubt, 
as they think, matter of great triumph to | 
them; but may it not in ſome meaſure re- = 
preſs the inſolence of their triumph, and bring | 
them and their admirers to entertain quite dif- 
ferent ſentiments ; ſhould we put them in 2 
mind that theſe flagrant attempts againſt our _—_ 
holy religion, are in themſelves ſtrong proofs 'i 
of its divine authority, and that the Goſpel is 
even vindicated by the impious malice, by N 
which they are acted in their attempts to un- | 
dermine and ſubvert it? 5 | | 
_ . Certainly it ought in reaſon at leaſt, to 1 
abate their confidence and awaken their fears, 
vben they find their fatal ſucceſs in corrupt- 
| ing the world and ſpreading their impious no- 
tions in it ſo plainly foretold, and directly 
mark d out as the ſure introduction to that 
great and terrible day, When God ſhall ariſe pa. lxxiv; 
to maintain his own cauſe, and no longer 13, 24. 
Forget the voice of his enemies, or the Ares 
fre of — that hate him. 


When 


CT” CI —_—— = = 


6) 
men the Lord, whom the mocket hath 
t often blaſphem d, ſhall come, with ten 
thouſaud of his Saints to execute judgment 
apon all; and to convinuce all that are un- 


godly among them of all their ungodly deeds, 


which they have ungodly committed, and all 
their hard ſpeeches which. ungodly Somers 
have ſpoken againſi him. 

In the mean time, ſince the ü of 
theſe mockers hath ſo largely contributed to 
the ſpreading this humour ſo injurious to the 
honour of eee ; How bete to 


ſhew : {KEE | F brick 


Firſt, Thar there is nothing in the nature 
of the Chriſtian Religion, that can juſtify 
any one in treating it with levity or irre- 
verence. 


- | Secondly, That this * 8 is in nedliry 
to be aſcrib'd to the corruption of mens 


| * and affections. 


Lafily, That whoſoever ſeriouſly 256. 
His the unreaſonableneſs and the evil ten- 
dency of this practice, ought to be both 


| - * afraid and aſham'd of indulging himſelf in it. 


Firſt then 1 thall ſhew; than chere is 90. 
thing in the nature of the Chriſtian Religion, 
-*. at 


t3) 


that can juſtify” any one in o treating ir with 
levity or irre verence. 

For how much ſoever men may be pos d 
to diſpute the authority of the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion, yet every one muſt acknowledge that 
the fubject matter of it is great and noble, 
and of the laſt importance to every man. 
The deſign of it being to repair all our mo- 
ral defects, to put us in a ſtate of innocence, 
and (fo far as we are capable) of perfection 
here, as well as to prepare us for a ſtate of 
eternal happineſs and glory hereaſter; and 
this deſign being proſecuted in a manner the 
moſt likely to attain it, by annexing ſuch re- 
wards and puniſhments to the neglect or diſ- 
charge of our duty, as are of the greateſt 
| force towards engaging our compliance with it. 

As for thoſe more abſtracted and ſpeculative 
parts of our Religion, they will be found up- 
on reflexion to have a proper and moſt pow- 
erful influence towards animating us in work. 
ing out our falvation: and tho* they may be 
encompaſs d with difficalties arifing from the 
want of adequate ideas. in our minds, and the 
nature of thoſe ſubjects which in our preſent 
ſtare are tos mighty for us, yet we have them 
confirm'd by an authority that can neither be 
deceiy'd, or poſſibly deceive us; and therefore 
we have all the evidence of the truth of 
. theſe 


(8 ) 
theſe matters propos'd to our belief, which! 
at preſent we are capable of receiving, or can 


Any ways deſire. 
Surely ſuch a ſyſtem as s this, 13 at 


leaſt candidly and fairly to be conſider d; and 


if it appears, as upon an impartial examina- 
tion it always will, like its divine Author, 


holy, juſt, and good, then to be receiv d with 
a pious gratitude, in ſome meaſure proporti-. 
on'd to the ineſtimable benefits we may, if 
it be not our own fault, derive from it. 


Shall we then allow, that * ridicule and rat. 


lery are in themſelves ſome of thoſe proper 


tights or natural mediums by which things 


of how ſerious or ſacred a nature ſoever are 


to be view'd and examin'd? This indeed an 
ingenious author, tho' no ways ſuſpected of 
any partiality in favour of the Chriſtian Re- 


ligion, hath ventur'd to plead i in vindication 
of the free exerciſe of wit and humour, up- 


on ſerious and important ſubjefts; ſince this, 
it ſeems according to him, f i the only way 
to know whether a ſubject be really grave 
and ſerious or not. But how comes the ima- 


— | —̃ — 


_— — — 


*- Lord Shaft. Characteriſticks, vol. the Iſt. Eſſay on Wit, 
c. page 61. 
t Ibid, 
gination 


e : 
gination tolbe ſet up ab the Crirerioh of whit 
s juſt 2 have cheſe men then found upon trial, 
that reaſon is an enemy to theſe ſentiments 
y 16 Wärmgy eſpbuſe? Is ir not difffeult 
other ways to conceive why they ſnould ehuſt 
to appeal fd it and be thus fond bf adi. 
eing wit into che ſear of Judgment?" Is af tif 
|  bdverti'd,! however lively fatiey; in other dit 
quifitions fbuhd“ e Häfe a glide? Or is tiok 
che minck ehen moff likely tb feiere fall ff. 
preffions; When it is thus itfegularly enter. 
tmr iow 502752 to 0g 10 
It ig an her vation tot more common lb 
jul thät h Warm tmagitiatioh and an MAG 
Judgment are ſeldom knoWH' tö mert in the 
fame Pet ſoff Hand the feaſdn 1 platt 
bright and deſultory fancy ig apt T diſtract 
the mind, tas glare of ligt dazles the Lye, 
aid reniders Bd view. of? ing get clear AH 
diſtinct; and chetefore While the Infidel PA- 
cos ihis chiefftreiigth! in falllery; it fl ily 
ſuppoſes a wifftdenee im im that his“ arg. 
merrts Wall nor hear a harre w inſpectionioꝛs VI 
This, and th only, will at! laſt I believe 
be found the truè motive which induces the 
unbeliever toi ſubſtitute Wit in the pldee of 
reaſon, in order to countenance a wretchel 
and otherwife de fenceleis cauſe; while witty 
alluſions: and luficreus images are ralſech to 
n — amuſe 


901 not refute, we ſhould, be apt to think 


( wo) 


amuſe the mind, and to conceal thoſe fall 


teaſonings by which they ende mar ty; im 
poſe upon the underſtanding. 15 
Should we try the force of this ſince 
upn the perſons or writings of any of choſe 
juſtly celebrated Authors, whom however they 
with a malicious partiality re apt to com; 


mend, we ſhould: ſcarce perſuade theſe men 


that we were in a humour which either qua- 
liſſec Ar diſpos d us to form a judgment of 
their works: Or ſhould a man in the diſcuſſion 
of the principles of Science droll upon the 


propoſition in queſtion, and xidicule what he 


his gayity miſtimed, and that how diverting 
ſoever he might. fancy himſelf, b Was wy 
at the expence of his reaſonn 144i 
„For raillery; is indeed ſo far from b being the 
Proper reſt of - what is juſt, that there is no- 
hing, fo. juſt but what may. fufkes by the de- 
_—_ power of it. Piety, meekneſs, and a 
crupulous regard to truth, are certainly ki 

Iy commendable, - and yet even theſe noble 
gualities may receive ſo ridiculcus a tart, as 

49; appear in the eyes of the injudicious, the 
effects of a mean yr and; an eee 


mind. 1 


The nien Pn of - this fort: of wit, 
$pd.cits: * em the: merals af 


2] | 2 men, 


ws FRE: 2&8 


(11) 


acknowledg d by one who 


| leu, e faaiy 


had as much wit, and for a great while made 


as ill a uſe of it as any man of his time; and 
ir may not be improper te give the moc ter 
the pertinent nie be bath Wan 
n AW 93S E.4 | 
- Gly, wot 700 mes} in 12 wit, F 
Tic but falſe wiſdom; aud ite Eee, 
Has wan geen to _ wo. wh 7 of 4 vice. 


x Gow choline to __ 


r an FE RO the 


againſt, chat he may ſee it is not altoy 
without reaſon that “ rh tragical gentlemen, 
are fo deſirous this drolling humour ſhould be 
kept within its proper bounds. And tho” is 
thould happen 
wit f reduC'd to à low abb, by being broug hit 


. ſuch ſevere impoſiriuut and reſtricki- 


out; yet we ſhould leſs regret the loſs of is 
uch pleaſantry, when we conſider'd that 
the lower part of the world would by this 
means be leſt quietly to believe, that piety 
and charity are good principles, - and rules 
by which a plain n 000 TR fakely direct his 
conduct. | da RY ANY 
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ee can have no prerence to except f 


that ſome men ſhould find their 
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(22) 
Tis true, a man of a ſtro gips mill 
nor ſaffer A's to; be — gr droll'd out 
of his natural ſentiments. of hat is juſt: but 
alas, bow. few, are there in be World but 
what are liable to he imposd upon by the 
illuſions of wit? and therefore the repre: 
ſenting the principles or truths of religion in 
an odq and ridiculous manner is a practice 
highly criminal, and of dangerous conſequence. 
Whoſoever ſhauld ridicule the title or power 
of the civil Magiſtrate, and then think to 
clear himſelf by ſaying no authority that was 
juſtly founded could ſuffer by being chus tri · 
fled, with, would ſcareely find! this: pretence 
| ſufficient to vindicate him from the charge of 
ſomenting ſedition, or to. ſcreen him from the 
proper reward of his folly and preſumption. 
But, perhaps the macker may he brought 
fairly. iy OWn, that he employs the force of 
ridicule, not to ſind aut the ſtrength, but to 
expoſe, as he will ſay, the weakneſs of Re: 
ligion; that being ſatisfied, there is nothing 
but art and contrivance at the hottom of it; 
he takes this, as conceiving it the moſt proper 
way, to ſet men free from thoſe ſevere laws, 
in which, he thinks them bound as it were fa 
chains aud links of 7 ron. e 


It is indeed the common artiſice of theſe 
wen, as it is of all other impoſtors, to pretend 
7) | A mighty 


(a3) 
a mighty -tegard and good: will to mankind; 
and to inſinuate that it is this generous con- 
Cern for their fellow creatures, which leads 
them to attack the principles of Religion, and 


One would be almoſt tempted to believe 
(by the outcrie theſe men raiſe againſt Reli. 
gion) that it was really in its nature a grie- 
vance to ſociety, and that thoſe who were 
moſt forward to impeach its authority, were 

the guardians of the peoples liberty, and for 
their works ſake, deſerved the . BOS 
marks of honour. 7 0 

Let us therefore examine ihe juſtice of 
this pretence, and ſee what it is which the 
mocker would ſet us free fram ? | _ 
Why, from the fear of God, and from all 
apprehenſions of a judgment to come; and 
in conſequence of this, from the irkſome re- 
ſtraints, as they think, of virtue, and the hor- 
yours of a guilty and ſelf · accuſing mind. Nor 
are they contented to reſt here, for it ſeems 
they are as unwilling that the good and vir- 
tuous: ſhould be amus'd, as they pretend, with 
falſe and flattering hopes, as that the libertine 
mould be reſtrain'd-or ſuffer throꝰ a ſlaviſh and 
miſgrounded fear of what may be hereafter 
and therefore they are at no {mall pains to 


132 us, that wer we may have "om 
| our 


to leſſen the credit of thoſe who defend it. J r 


Rom. iv. 
25 · 


in doiug good and ſuffering evil, w hall 


{ 14) 


our hass in imitation of our bleſſed Saviour, © 


like the je beaſts that periſh ; and that we on- 
by deceive our ſelves, in believing” that either 
Chrift was deliver d for our offences, and 
was raiſed again fur our juſtification ; or that 
he w ſcttetb at the right E * n m. 
Ling interceſſion for us. 

No is not the little learning of W men 
moſt uſefully employ'd ? and are not the good 
and virtuous part of mankind, whoſe hopes - 
are full of immortality, greatly beholden to 
their labours, by which they endeavour; as 
far as in them lies, to rob them of hots fure 
truſt and confidence in God, and of the glori- 
ous hope of a future ſtate ; and at the ſame 
time ſubject them to the craft and malice, and 
unrelenting power of impious and wicked 
men? certainly it is far from being the inte. 
reſt of mankind that ſuch opinions ſhould 
prevail: what then can be the reaſon why 


theſe men diſcaver ſuch an intempetate zeal for 
infidelity ? why, tis evident that in pleading 


the- cauſe of infidelity, they plead their own 
cauſe; and that the quiet of their guilty 
minds, and their credit with the world, ate 
deeply intereſted in the disbelief of a Reli- 
gion, which they think fir to oppoſe and 
contradict throughout the whole tenout of 
their lives and actions. And 


Rs 
| And this leads me to the ſecond thing l 
8 propos d ro prove; namelps That this pa 
ctice is in xeality to be „ eee 
tion of mens hearts aud aſft 0 1 
For even a regular and laber inßdeb wid 
be ſo far from deriding the Chriſtian Religion 
that he could, not but wiſh :itTrass ches che 
mould not be ſulſy perſuadeth chat it was 
Every good W i\fay; f Chriſtiadit es 
wWbat ? Tay ſaid upon the unοrtalit Ga 
None of its chic dactrines z 1e Har 
in a miſtale cancer xing iti it is i i 
4 deluſions that. 1. deſire to cant ine in iti nur 
wilt T7 . 4 es Jer ny one: 24 rot me 
Mit. I vid Pom Hom 5013 3200 ano! oil 
112 But n no ie if ſenfual and angediy; men 
have other not ions of the: matter, ſince they 
cannot without uneaſy appsehenſions ande cos 
rinual anxiety, wall inthe wey of their harte, 
and in the fight of theit yet till ſome deer 
other they haye brought themſelves to believe, 
ja, contradiction to ther prtachers ſhoti - 
ments, that fer t hefe? thing 2 i not 
ring them, 40 udgment, lib ed 10 ling 217 
For this reaſon all theio ſubtletyrantb wic 
Hall be. erpplay'd: e falten bn plauible 


* 


"x ' Tully.de Senectute 15 in hoc erg quod animos hamingin 
immortales effe ctedam, It entf ettenee mini dune ertotem 
1 delecter dum xivo extbrquerd vol a A Das 


1). however 


— — — ramen, 
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( 16 ) 1 
however fallatious anguments, againiſt à Reli- 
ion 97 ill ſuited iti their affections, and in 
which the wrath of God is ſo fully c eueι²/. 
againſt all anrighteoufaeſ$;1:50 . ., 
d Hende ariſes their emmityagainſt revealed 
Religion; and fur the ſame cauſe they are ſtul 
dioùs by any muans to earth beet of it 
one thut durh evil ihaterioehe light; 


aa (be repruud. However it is no ea 
matter thus co Harken the underſtanding after 
a wach been once brodght to che adkhowledg- 
ments of the truth, there is ſomething fo 
agreeuble to the light of our minds in truè Re- 
ligion, that the mocker muſt have long dif. 
eiplintd> himſelf in dice, before he can ſo far 
ſeas? his coniiuοꝭ, ds to free himſelf n | 
GU and reinonſtramces oflit: / 
0 ugs y as din ente de chen be m. 
fection of his heave” aſterids) fiezes his head; 
andi perverts his gadgment; adhere pro- 
ceodb ws well asl he dn to defend What he re- 
ſolvèsite practiſe and endeavours de conceal = 
the guilt of his diſobedience, byn makin, N. 
mod of his duty! itſelf; ſo that 1 
by an gxtradrdmary meaſure! of his grace, 
mould think fi to check his progreſs in wick- 
edges, and bring him to a ſenſe of his folly 
IM his danger, he will go on and triumph 
%,, * 


1 2 ) 
faral, criumph! oyer reaſon, mpdeſly, 00 Pn 


Tiens. 5 r 
By theſe eps m men — 0e the. rat 
of the ſcorner © firſt they Piet thro'the out- 
ward. fences of Religion, an then. proceed | 
to, violate. the ſtricter rules of it, till at length 
like rebel ſubjects chat have draw p the ſword, 
they think to vindicate one crime by che e com- 
miſſion of a greater, and baving impiouſly 
confounded the names, boy, vainly ſtrive to 
confound the nature and fixed relations of 
things z and when men are thus given up to A 
reprobate mind, as if t xy placed their ſecu- 
rity in the number of their confederates, they 
are fond of bringing others into the ſame con- 
dition with themſelves. It may not he amiſs 
therefore briefly to hint at ſome of thoſe ſug- 
geſtions, by which theſe men endeayour. ta. 
impoſe upon the weak, and to flatter the li- 
centious: To tempt them openly to infideli- 
ty at once, would be too bold and too ſhock-. 
ing a propoſal, and therefore that they may 
gradually and the more effectually pave the 
way to it, man's liberty ſhall be ſtretch d to 
the very verge of guilt, and thoſe who ſcru- 
pulouſly keep themſelves from the appearances 
of evil, ſhall be ridicul d as ſingular and ca- 
pricious; by theſe means many who have 


not as yet thrown off the bonds of Religion, 
7 +5 


i 


| 0 15 N. 
= fall be made eaſy under the moſt culpable | 
42 remiſneſs in their duty, and be taught 65% 
= dulge themſelves in choſe things which natu- 
= lly lead to the violation of it; and yet 
when ſuch mer Are oyercorhe of evil by ex- 
poſing: themſelves this preſumtuouſſy to temp- 
4 tation, and by inn, in a habitual neglect both 
of the Hor private, and publick means of Re- 
ligion; theſe caſy caſuiſts ſhall teach them to 
plead humane frailty, as if it had the pow. 
1 of charity, and could cover multitude of 
| ins. Alas! God will not puniſh them for 
what they could not help; and then how 
ready are they to meaſure their ability to 
do their Ty by” their inclinations to per. 
form it? 15 
Thus are YT Jetoguil'd to the folly, and 1 
dapg ex of ſin, "ard julled into a falſe: repoſe, 
Wel to often terminates in death; and 
rhe more perfectly | to ſecure them in this 
__ confidence, the mocker ſhall endea- 
H to perſuade them, that they ſhall not 
in i ee ſuffer thoſe ſevere © puniſhments 
which God hath threaten'd to inflict upon 
| | thofe Who obey not the truth; but obey un- 
1 1 ghrebuſſieſc. But Hat h he ſaid, and ſhall 
Wl Numb. he 10% do it? or hath he ſpoken, and ſhall 
. he not make it good ? Is it conſiſtent with 
| his yeracity ro Propagare a faſſhood ? Or can 
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| * welimagine him fo weakly merciful, that he 
can ceaſe to be juſt, holy and true 2 tho he 


hath aſſured us that be will not be; extreara © Pſal. xxx. 


to mark- what is done amiſs, yet he bath ” 


no where given us grounds to believe that he 


will excuſe us in any breach of our duty ari- 
ſing from a voluntary neglect of the inſtitu- 


ted and ordinary means of our ſanctiſicatibn 


or that he will reverſe his righteous judgments, 
and take thoſe into a participation of his a- 
your ,*! agaifſt - whom he hath ſo full de- 


nounc d indignation and wrath, tribulation rom. ii. 
and ang; and yer as unreaforiable:ant>as 5 9: 


abſurd as theſe hopes appear, it is toodevi - 
dent that there are many ſo wn e 
their eternal intereſt upon them. iT 


Vou will ſay perhaps ſuch men need bur 


to look int the Goſpel to diſcover the folly 


and danger of rheir error: But what is often 


the cnſequence of this? why, that they 
grow out of love with a Religion which gives 
hem ſueh unpleaſing views, except they will 
mortify and ſubdue their evil affections; 
and therefore tho formerly, when more in- 
nocent, they might haye paid a blind yene> 
ration to the reveal d will of God, now on 
à ſudden they perceive ſtrange inconſiſtenities 


in that faith, into which chey were baptiz d 


So en it ſeems, does vice improve the 


he 


D's faculties 


| 
| 
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Se. Luke 
vi 13. 


_ underſtandings of corrupt and ſenſual men! 


Faculties of hes e _ ſo difficult t is , 
impoſe upon the more diſengaged, 2 


A vicious courſe of liſe, is indeed ſo in- 
eonſiſtent with Religion, that whoever enters 


into the one, will ſoon entertain prejudices 


againſt rhe other; either he will hate the one 
aud love the other, on elſe be 11 Dat 20 
the une aud deſpiſe: the other. 

But tho' diſſolute manners are the maſk 
general cauſe of infidelity, yet there is ano · 


tts cauſe from wheuce it oſten ſeews to pro- 
cee, and that is either a vain aſſectation of 


wifdom; or elſe an ill govern d deſire, on 
every occaſion, of ſhewing they have wit. - 
The more grave ſcoſſer, if — 
fuppbs d to enter into ſuch a character, would 
be thought to carry his views farther, and to 
have abilities ſuperior to the reſt of mankind: 
and to the end he may cultivate this: opinions 
he makes a queſtion of every thing to which 


others think it reaſonahle to give their aſſent 


by: this means affecting: to draw the eyes of 
the world upon him, in hopes of making 
ſingularity ſupply the place. of merit; in diſtin- 
guiſhing himſelf from: other men; he is un- 
willing to be loſt in the croud, and therefore 
he'rakes' this method and it muſt be allowd 


achery cheap and eaſy method, to! raile a; re- 


c= 4 4 4 putation 


. 
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een in che world. For it is but acquiring 


a fen terms common to every lihertine, and 
_ lol Preguaice.of 


*.CFying out yr ieftcraft ,. 
education; and pious frauds; and-the man 9y 
therwiſe how inconſiderable- ſoever, : commen- 
ces; at leaſt, in the toe popular but abuſive 
fake of the ward, a free thin le. 
A noble iter judieiouſſy obſerves. of 


* falſe pretenders to wiſdom, that they, 


ebufe to be on the negative fide. in all matters 
in: debate, and aſſect a credit to object a 
fart difficulties; that they will pretend 79 
- deſpiſe and make. Jight. of every thing bet 
youd, their reach, and ſo ſtrive to wake then 
ignorance ſeem Judgment; ; and he farthes 
adds concerning theſe aſſectots of wiſdom; 
that the needy merchant hath, not more trinks 
to nphoJd. #69 credit of his. wealth,' than 
theſe en ons have 10 maintain the; eres 

Of \FB&2r'«, 9 and ho juſtly chis 
is applicable, co-rhaſe feoffepe a; Religion, leg 


anyone who hath obſerv d ihemijndge. 


Aud as ſame endeavour ee 
recommend their judgment and force of mind. 
ſo others as vainly endeayour to eſtabliſh. the 
reputation of their wit, at the expence of 
their” Religion, and think they need only co 


hn. ie groſſy to Pervert the ſenſe of ho- 
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ty writ, or to 'confound the inltitutions f 
Religion with the failings, or defects, of, thoſe 


he vo 


who are ſet apart for the Service of it; | 
their own opinions they deſerve to be admit d 
as men of fine parts. The preſent age indeed 
abounds with this kind of wit, and nothing 
can be a more notorious inſtance of its great 
depravity both in point of taſte, and morals, than 
the reception it hath given many of theſe 
wretched productions, which have nothing 
| but a little humour; and a great deal of impiety 
to recommend them. But without obſer vir 

how much his fancy may be ſuppos d to be di- 
ſtreſſed, who muſt break in upon the rules 
both of deceney, and Religion, in order, as 
be thinks to become entertaining; it is not 
eaſy to conceive how any thing of this na- 
ture ſhould come to be adopted for wit; for 
if wit conſiſts in 2 propriety of thought and 
expreſſion fuited to the natur“ of "things} 


500 far are they wide of it, Who mix a 
cred and ridiculous, the weightieſt and moſt 


trifling things together? or if wit be better 
defin'd an aſſemblage of agreeable idtas; to 
what degree muſt their minds be vitiated, who 
can be pleaſed with what muſt neceſſaril 

thock every one who retains any ſenſe of — 
ty or Religion ? I ſhould ſcarce have thought 
theſe reflexions worthy the place I am ſpeak- 


ing 


(23) 
ing in, were it not plain that there are ma- 


ny in this age who are more concern'd for 
the reputation of their wit, than of their 


morals, and more in pain leſt we ſuſpect their 


want of penetration, than their want of pro- 
bity and grace; and therefore to ſuch as theſe 
it may not be improper to obſerve, that when 


they trifle with Religion, they appear to be 


deficient in both reſpects; and when they be- 
come prophane, they themſelves are the ſuffe- 
rers by the ridicule in the opinion of all wiſe 
and good men at preſent, while they like- 
wiſe run the riſque of ſuffering for it eternal- 
ly" hereafter.” | | 
-I-ſhall proceed in the laſt * to ſhew, 
that whoſoever ſeriouſly tonfiders the evil 
rendency, as well as the unreaſonableneſs of 
this practice, may be both afraid and aſham'd 
of indulging him ſelf in it. 
I am perſuaded many who give into this 
prophane humour are not fully ſenſible of the 
guilt they contract by it, nor have any for- 
mal deſign to leſſen the credit of Religion, 
thoꝰ thro a levity of mind they are carried 
on to make it the ſubject of their raillery 
and diverſion. It may not be improper there- 
fore to remind them what injury they do 
their neighbour, and what diſhonour they re- 
fle upon God, and Religion, by this wicked 
___ 0 
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Fir fi, Te muſt be allow'd that there are 
many in the world who are not well able to 
diſtiriguiſh what is ridical d, from what is 
really ridiculonr. And therefore ſuch as theſe 
may by this means be ſoon droll'd out of 
their Religion, and laugh'd out of every thing 
chat is ptaiſe-worthy, and of good report. 

There are but too many who are ſo weak 
as 8 to govern themſelves rather by cuſtom than 
any fixed principles, fond of the commenda- 
tion even of thoſe who judge amiſs, impati- 
ent of the ridicule of thoſe they ſhould deſpiſe, 
and theſe will ſoon be led to decline the pra- 
ctice of virtue when it becomes unpopular, 
and expoſes them to the laughter of other men. 
And thus gradually the notions of good and 
evil will be inverted and confounded, and 
fin will oſten bear away the reputation due 
to virtue; and when men's paſſions and evib 
aſfections were thus let looſe, and even coun- 
tenanc'd in running riot; alas would not the 
world become at once the emblem of, and 
tke very road to Hell; while nothing but im- 
piety and ingratitude, treachery and violence, 
vo uld cover the face of the Earth; till its 
wickedneſs ſhould provoke God once more 
to viſit, and finally to deſtroy it? 

- Surely theſe reflexions ſhould efſeQually. 


reſtrain the Man who hath any hay" thei 


. 4 62 5 7 


Ny 


1 fa 77) to Religion, nay even any concern 
for Li fellow ſubjects, from joining in a pra- 


Rice that is attended with ſuch miſchievous 
effects, and naturally leads to ſuch a wretched 
ſtate of things as this. 

And now in the next place if the wind 
of ſociety is to ſuch a degree affected; ſo 
likewiſe is the honour. of Shs in the credit 
or diſcredit brought upon Religſon. 


For Religion in the nature and general idea 


of it, importing a ſtrict, and pious regard to 


the will of God, his honour is concern'd in | 


the obedience which his creatures pay to it. 


Whatſoever he commands us, (and indeed he 


commands us nothing but in order to our haps 
pineſs,) we are'oblig'd to perform; and what- 
ſoever he hath prohibited, out of a neceſſary 
but filial fear of him we are bound to avoid; 


for which reaſon our diſobedience is an aHoat ; 


to his authority, and an open defiance of ls 
power and juſtice. - 

This will be readily granted be every « one 
who does but acknowledge the being and pro- 
vidence of God. But then what he hath ab- 


ſolutely requir'd of us, may be thought more 


liable to be diſputed ; and that the Goſpel re- 
velation is the diſcoyery of his will to man- 
kind, ſome have the boldneſs openly to deny. 
en he who had never look'd into it, might 
e E poſlibly 


—— 


en. ide. ed. eat aa xt — i ww 


72 . ar _ . — 
* © Pa 8 I — TL >. * 
” n ee 


00 26 Y | N. 8 RN : 
poſſibly be induc'd to believe (if be ſhould 
form his judgment from the contempt; with 


which theſe unhappy men treat the Goſpel,) 
that it contain'd a ſcheme deſtructive of virtue, 


and unworthy of God: But when he ſhould 
upon examination find, that there is nothing 


in natural Religion but what is advantagioul- 


ly cnforc'd; by it; when he ſhould find that 
chriſtianity, renders that virtue practicable 
which before was only the ſubject of ſpecula- 
tion; that the precepts it enjoins us, the ſuc; 
cours it affords us, anq; the reward it aſſures to 
us, render an elevated virtue leſs difficult, 
and more effectually engage us to endeavour 
after it! Would he not be ſurpriz d at the 
conduct of thoſe, and at a loſs to diſcover 
their real views, who ſhould treat that Reli- 
gion with irreverence, which beſides the ex- 
ternal evidences of its divine authority, is 
ſo apparently calculated to promote true ho- 
lineſs, and to advance the preſent as well as 
future happineſs of all mankind . But would he 
not have reaſon to be ſtill more amaz d, when 


he ſhould obſerve that theſe men even aim'd 


at popularity by virtue of their irreligion, and 
endeavour d to paſs for friends to mankind, 


and lovers of their countrey, by virtue of 
their ſingular merit in vindicating man's right 


to be as wicked as he OT 
surely 
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ey it is | eviry'c ones duey to declare his 
abhbrretics -of 'thefe men, and of their de- 
gust; nor will atiy wiſe man'be'fo far mifled 


K y that ere whereby hey lie in wait. 


Zo ' deceive, © as ro! think they have any other 


- deſign than to make advantage ef the weak 
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Which theſc then have ſabrify* fomefted 
amongſt Chiiltiatis,: bring us inte an itrfa- 


mous confederacy with chem; nor let their 


ſtale pretences to Zeal för the pablick good; 
deceive us into an 'opitibn that chey have re- 


ally any ſuch thing ar their hearts; for it ib 
parent that their pretended love to man- 


king is a_mere"attifice to palliate their impis- 

thy towards Gäck; 4 love Whfckh will venture 

1  fay. whoever is hardy 8 to put it to 
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who are weak enough to. be influenc'd. by 
them, while they pretend to prove their affe. 
ction to mankind by ſuch impious principles 
as theſe; yet let not the indignation which 
their malicious folly may be apt to raiſe in 
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us, ſo far ſupplant our charity, as to prevent 


us from interpoſing with our councel when 
they are in a diſpoſition fit to receive it; but 
in the ſpirit of compaſſion let us endeavour, 
as much as in us lies, to bring them to a juſt 


ſenſe of their folly and their danger; and 


tho' we ſhould have no great proſpect o ſuc- 
ceeding in ſo ungrateful and fo haz irdous a 


work, yet let us be ſure to remember that this 
is what we owe to him whom we ſerve, and 


from whom we expect ſalvation: and tho' 
they prove deaf to our reaſouings, deaf as to 
the former ſuggeſtions of their own conſciences, 
yet we ſhall have done our duty; and tho'in 
ſo doing we ſhould not recover them, yet at 
leaſt we ſhall be able to juſtify our ſelves; 
and when God ſhall come again to viſit this. 
lower world, and to judge it, we ſhall be 
found in the happy number of thoſe, who 
when he ſhall appear, may have confidence, 


and not be aſhamed, before him at his com- 


ing. Happy will that ſervant be, who when 
his Lord cometh he ſhall find fo wing. Amen, 
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